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American women; the official who’s 
who among the women of the nation, 
1935-36; ed. by Durward Howes; 
publication director, Merle Armitage. 
Los Angeles, Richard Blank publish- 
ing co., c1935. Ixviii, 665p. $10. 
This is the first compilation of its 

kind which has appeared since the 

Woman’s who’s who of America, 1914- 

15. The present volume, which includes 

biographical data of the usual who’s who 

type about 6,200 women, is similar in 
plan and make-up to America’s young 
men recently published by the same com- 
pany under the same editorship and re- 
viewed in Subscription Books Bulletin, 

July, 1935. It is planned to be a biennial 

publication. 


According to the preface, question- 
naires were sent to 15,000 women, rec- 
ommended as in the case of America’s 
young men by officials of national Greek- 
letter organizations, alumni secretaries 
of colleges and universities, etc. Ques- 
tionnaires carried the explicit statement 
that giving the requested information 
would involve no cost to the giver and 
no obligation to purchase a book. 

The editor states that selection was 
based entirely on merit. It is therefore 
surprising to note the omission of such 
names as Helen Keller, Carrie Chapman 
Catt, Willa Cather, Edith Wharton, 
Agnes Repplier, Katherine Fullerton 
Gerould, Ethel Barrymore, Anne Mor- 
row Lindbergh, Cecilia Beaux, and Mary 
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Roberts Rinehart. In fact, out of a list 
of thirty women of achievement given in 
the publisher’s circular which accom- 
panied his questionnaire, nine do not ap- 
pear in the volume. The circular does 
not definitely say that these individuals 
will be included, but the reader is left 
to make his own inference. Doubtless 
no deception was intended, but perhaps 
the editor was over hasty in preparing 
his circular material. 

Statistics as to the total number of 
women included among the 31,000 names 
in Who’s who in America, 1934-35 are 
not available. A comparison of the Ba 
section of this volume with the corre- 
sponding section of American women, 
however, reveals that the two volumes 
have 32 names in common, that Who’s 
who includes 12 names not in American 
women, and that the latter work lists 
over 100 individuals not named in Who’s 
who. Comparison of the Ra and Re sec- 
tions in the two works shows that they 
have 18 names in common, that 16 names 
not in American women appear in W ho’s 
who, and that American women includes 
83 names not in Who’s who. 

A statistical summary similar to that in 
America’s young men tabulates figures 
relating to place of birth and residence, 
marriage, children, education, religion, 
politics, age, occupation, hobbies, and 
recreations. A geographical index pre- 
cedes the biographies. 

An appendix contains a list of national 
women’s organizations and organizations 
with which women are prominently 
identified, and gives useful information 
concerning addresses, names of officers, 
membership, purposes, and official publi- 
cations. This list of about 150 organiza- 


tions is far from comprehensive. For 
instance, some but not all Greek-letter 
sororities are included. 

The volume is bound, like America’s 
young men, in dark blue cloth and 
printed on similar paper in a smaller but 
still readable type. As in the companion 
volume, margins are too narrow to per- 
mit rebinding except by sewing through 
the folds. 

Although, in omitting such eminent 
names as those noted, American women 
falls far short of being a truly representa- 
tive list, it will, nevertheless, be useful 
in furnishing authentic information about 
women whose names cannot be found 
elsewhere. 

Recommended. 


Automobile engineering, a home-study 
course and general reference work on 
the construction, care, and repair of 
cars, trucks, tractors, out-board motors, 
and motorcycles; ignition and starting 
systems; also instruction on aviation 
and Diesel engines. Prepared by a 
staff of automotive experts under the 
supervision of Ray Kuns. Over 1500 
illus. 6v. Chicago, American tech- 
nical society, 1935. $24.50. Dis- 
count to libraries, 25%. Replacement 
price to libraries for individual vol- 
umes, $3.10. 


Like other sets of this publisher, 4uto- 
mobile engineering is a compilation of 
independent texts. Taken together, they 
give a comprehensive treatment of the 
subject from the standpoint of the home 
student and mechanic. They are not for 
the designer or graduate engineer. 

The text is plainly written and adapted 
to its readers. Indebtedness to manu- 
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facturers’ literature is apparent in the 
section on marine engines, where a sen- 
tence or two have an advertising ring to 
them. 

Illustrations include diagrams, line 
drawings and photographs, and are nu- 
merous and helpful. They are largely re- 
produced from manufacturers’ publica- 
tions. 

The preceding (1932) edition of Auto- 
mobile engineering was reviewed in the 
Subscription Books Bulletin for July 
1932. Comparison of the two editions 
shows extensive revision in this set. 
Treatment of fundamentals remains on 
the whole identical. Extensive additions 
are 87 pages on Diesel engines for trans- 
portation, 55 pages on trucks, and 49 on 
motor analysis. Briefer additions include 
sections on marine engines (gasoline), 
out-board motors, buses, and automobile 
radios. Material has also been added on 
recent developments such as knee action, 
automatic spark control, and automatic 
starting devices. Many evidences of care- 
ful revision appear in the text of articles 
retained from the previous edition. 

A section of 104 pages in the old edi- 
tion on oxyacetylene welding has been 
wisely dropped, and the 151 pages of 
questions and answers on electrical princi- 
ples have been cut to 25 pages. 

The order of topics has been rearranged 
to some extent without apparent logical 
reason. ‘This practice makes comparison 
of editions difficult. 

From the standpoint of home study re- 
quirements, topical sequence could be 
considerably improved. Thus, it seems 
odd to insert a volume on special forms of 
motors ahead of the general subject of 
ignition. 


oo 


As in the preceding edition, volumes I 
to V are each provided with an index, and 
volume VI contains an index to the entire 
work. 

The publisher still follows the com- 
mendable policy of permitting libraries 
to replace individual lost or damaged 
volumes. 

Automobile engineering should be 
widely useful as either circulating or 
reference material in public and other 
libraries which have home students, night 
school students, or automobile mechanics 
among their readers. 

Recommended. 


Childcraft. Chicago, W. F. Quarrie and 
co., C1935. Home edition, 6 volumes, 
with Art book and guide volume. 
$39.90; cash, $38. Teacher edition, 
6 volumes, with Art book and guide 
volume. $39.90; cash, $38. (Pre- 
publication price for both editions, ef- 
fective to November 18, $37.90; cash, 
$36.) 


Childcraft is published in two editions, 
one intended for home use, the other for 
use in school. The first three volumes 
and the portfolio of drawings called the 
Art book, are identical in both sets. 

The books are attractive in appearance. 
They are bound in bright orange fabri- 
koid, trimmed with appropriate designs 
in black and gold. The paper is durable, 
of a pleasant color, and the print is large 
and clear. The books are sewed on tapes, 
and although they are not reinforced in 
the hinges, they will stand considerable 
wear. 

The first three volumes of both sets 
show the copyright dates of 1923 and 
1931 under the title, The child’s treasury. 
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This was part of a set called Foundation 
library, reviewed in Subscription Books 
Bulletin for July, 1933. The child’s 
treasury was not available for examina- 
tion. These three volumes are for the 
use of the child, at home or at school. 

Volume one, Book of verse, contains 
about thirty-five pages of Mother Goose 
rimes, followed by a good selection of 
poems for little children by such modern 
favorites as Rachel Field, Rose Fyleman, 
and Dorothy Aldis. Poems by Steven- 
son, Field, Kate Greenaway and Chris- 
tina Rossetti, are here as well. Story- 
telling poems for older boys and girls fill 
about fifty pages. A special feature is a 
section of verse written by children—not 
Hilda Conklings but just ordinary chil- 
dren. The introduction to it, by Hughes 
Mearns, is suggestive for parents and 
teachers. The rimes and poems in this 
volume are well chosen, but may also be 
found in other anthologies of children’s 
poetry. The illustrations, many of them 
in color, are by Milo Winter, “assisted 
by a staff of sixteen other artists.” 

Stories of fact and fancy, volume two, 
is meant for somewhat older children. 
At the beginning are fifty pages of Ex- 
perience stories, taken from books like 
Orton’s Prince and Rover at Cloverfield 
farm, and Mrs. Mitchell’s North 
America. In the section, Folk and fairy 
tales, most of the selections are brief 
enough to be reproduced in their entirety. 
The group of myths and legends is much 
too brief. About thirty pages of Bible 
stories have been adapted somewhat but 
in the main follow the language of the 
King James version. 

Volume three is called Stories of life 
and lands and contains sections of Animal 


stories, Our own country, Foreign lands, 
and Glimpses of famous people. In the 
first three of these, as in volume two, a 
few pages are reproduced from various 
well-known books—in this case from such 
delightful ones as Spunky, Charlie and his 
kitten Topsy, and many others, including 
Wilder’s Little house in the big woods, 
Smith’s Children of the lighthouse, and 
Hans Brinker. In this volume there are 
author and title indexes to the first 
three volumes. 

These first three volumes cannot escape 
the criticism which applies to many 
other subscription sets that consist of col- 
lections of literature. Material in li- 
braries and in many homes is duplicated. 
Books which should be read in their en- 
tirety are represented by extracts—a prac- 
tice which most librarians and teachers 
of English feel to be highly undesirable. 
And the cost is excessive. 

The list of contributors to the last three 
volumes of each set is a distinguished one. 
It is made up of names of persons promi- 
nent for soundly progressive educational 
ideas. Introductions to two of the vol- 
umes are by Patty Smith Hill, and one 
volume has an introduction by Angelo 
Patri. 

In the last three volumes of each set, 
each article is followed by a summary, a 
set of questions and a bibliography in 
which the titles are not dated. A good 
feature of the bibliographies is the list- 
ing of reliable pamphlets with their price 
and source. These are inexpensive and 
should prove useful to parents and 
teachers. 

The Home edition volume four, The 
child at home, consists of authoritative 
articles of from ten to thirty pages, on 





A listing in this Bulletin does not 








Ocroser, 1935 53 





the physical care of the child, the forma- 
tion of good habits and the development 
of his character. The articles are clear 
and interesting, with many concrete ex- 
amples. It has been pointed out that 
much of this material is paralleled by 
good popular books on child care and 
feeding, and by such a work as Thom’s 
Everyday problems of the everyday child. 
There are many illustrations in volume 
four of which some are photographs. 
The pen-and-ink drawings are mediocre 
and add nothing to the text, a comment 
which applies to similar illustrations in 
other volumes. 

Volume five of the Home edition at- 
tempts to help the parent understand 
what the school is trying to do and why. 
It furthermore shows when and how par- 
ents can supplement the work of the 
teacher. Here again contributors are 
acknowledged experts who present well- 
adapted material ably and interestingly. 
Ernest Horn discusses spelling, Marjorie 
Hardy deals with reading and M. M. 
Reed writes the article on social studies. 

Volume six of the Home edition, The 
child at play, is offered to aid parents 
in directing the leisure hour activities of 
children. Material on the study of trees, 
birds, wild flowers and general elemen- 
tary science has been prepared by authori- 
ties in these subjects. Suggestions are 
given for indoor and outdoor games, 
parties and holidays, cooking and sew- 
ing, and things to make at home. The 
articles on trees, birds and wild flowers 
are necessarily limited, though helpful 
titles for further study are given in the 
bibliography. It contains a satisfactory 
index to the last three volumes of the 
Home edition. 


2. 


Volume four of the Teacher edition is 
called Teachers’ problems. In it the 
point of view of the rural teacher has 
been kept in mind, as well as the problems 
of the teacher in a larger system. Here 
again, articles have been written by 
experts. The place and limitations of 
testing are discussed, and a selected 
bibliography of standardized tests is 
furnished. Progressive ideas are offered 
on records and reports, discipline, and 
problem children. Concrete suggestions 
for indoor and outdoor recreation at 
school are given. Some pages are de- 
voted to planning work and arranging 
daily programs. There is an article on 
recognizing and dealing with individual 
differences, and one on “The changing 
social order and the child.” 

Better teaching, volume five of the 
Teacher edition, has articles by such au- 
thorities as Marjorie Hardy on reading, 
Ernest Horn on spelling, and W. A. 
Vinal on elementary science. Elma Neal 
writes for teachers of non-English-speak- 
ing children. The article on literature 
is by Alice Dalgliesh. Though many of 
these authors also contributed to The 
child at school, the articles in each volume 
recognize the differing requirements of 
parent and teacher. 

Teacher edition volume six is called 
Activity units. Supervisors and teachers 
who have examined this consider it use- 
ful. The units are presented as they have 
been actually developed in classrooms. 
Possible approaches are given, with the 
understandings which are to be developed. 
There are typical children’s questions, 
suggested activities, exhibits, booklets, 
programs, excursions, and the like. In 
each case there are “correlated reading 
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and illustrations’ which refer to other 
volumes of the set, and suggested lists 
of books for teachers and for children. 
There are many photographs. Repre- 
sentative units are community life, farm 
life, shelter, primitive life, and light. 
This volume contains a careful and com- 
plete index to the last three volumes of 
the Teacher edition. 

On volumes four to six of the Teacher 
edition, regarded as a whole, the com- 
ment has been made that they are for 
the untrained rather than for the 
trained teacher, that they attempt to 
cover too much ground, and that equiva- 
lent material is found in up-to-date text- 
books on education. 

The Art book, which comes with both 
sets, is a spiral-bound pasteboard covered 
portfolio of drawings. Of this part, the 
first sixteen pages offer “a program of 
activities based on social studies, actual 
situations which have been worked out 


by teachers and children.” The value of 
the next group of drawings, which con- 
sist of steps in drawing certain typical 
units—people, flowers, birds and the like, 
to be imitated by children—is questioned 


by some teachers and supervisors. The 
last part, which gives examples of chil- 
dren’s creative work in color, has been 
highly praised. The Art book is for the 
home or school, rather than for the li- 
brary. 

The guide volume announced in the 
publishers’ prospectus is not yet available 
for examination. A letter from the 
publishers states that it is to be supplied 
in two editions corresponding to the 
Home and Teacher editions of Child- 
craft, respectively. It is not an integral 
part of either set but is planned to 


facilitate educational use of the work by 
means of suitable indexes, lists and other 
material. On the basis of the publishers’ 
description, it should apparently enhance 
the value of the set for parents and 
teachers, but would not be important for 
libraries. The Guide will number about 
200 pages, and will be printed and bound 
uniformly with the rest of the set. It will 
be furnished free to all purchasers of 
Childcraft. 

A three-year service comes with the 
Teacher edition. Any teacher who buys 
the set may ask for as many as ten units 
in one year to be developed and sent to 
him. He may also ask for information 
on any subject at any time during that 
period. In addition, there is a monthly 
bulletin of timely topics sent to him for 
one year. 

In reply to an inquiry, the publisher 
states that it is not possible to obtain 
volumes four to six of either edition in- 
dependently of the rest of the set. 

The chief field for Childcraft is per- 
haps that home or elementary school 
which is remote from library facilities, or 
the smaller school where the curriculum 
is not well defined and teachers lack train- 
ing. 

Considering the price and the amount 
of material duplicated or paralleled in 
other form, Childcraft is hardly needed 
in the large or medium-sized library, use- 
ful though some of its volumes would be. 
The small library can spend the price of 
the set to better advantage. 

Recommended only where price need 
not be considered. 


The Columbia encyclopedia, in one 
volume; comp. and ed. at Columbia 
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university; Clarke F. Ansley, editor- 
in-chief. N. Y., Columbia univ. pr., 


1935. 1949 p. $17.50. 


This is a comprehensive, compact vol- 
ume arranged in one alphabet, with three 
columns to the page, and embracing over 
5,000,000 words, 52,000 separate entries 
and 45,000 cross-references. "The ed- 
itor, Dr. Clarke F. Ansley, who has been 
with the Columbia university press for 
the past eight years, and had previously 
been on the staff of Webster's diction- 
ary and of the Encyclopaedia Britannica, 
states in his preface that the Encyclo- 
pedia aims to give “first aid” only, and 
“to give reliable elementary information 
in language as intelligible as that of a 
newspaper.” The articles are clearly 
and concisely presented and are written 
in nontechnical language for the aver- 
age adult. They are unsigned, but are 


the product of collaboration, and show 
correlation with allied subjects. 


Cross- 
references are plentiful. For the most 
part, the articles are up-to-date and 
modern in tone, but in some instances 
they contain obsolete material ; see, for ex- 
ample, Cleveland, O., Detroit, Wichita, 
and some other cities. There are inter- 
esting articles on many timely subjects, 
and topics of somewhat controversial na- 
ture are presented objectively and with- 
out bias. 

The Encyclopedia includes many bio- 
graphical articles and is especially full 
for Americans. As a rule, birthplace 
and exact dates of birth are not given, 
only nationality and year dates. Many 
American and foreign place names 
appear, and, according to the preface, 
every proper name in the Bible is in- 
cluded. 


Articles on places and on agricultural 
and manufactured products are almost 
entirely descriptive and historical in 
character and include little or no sta- 
tistical material. Population figures are 
given without dates. The preface states 
that the latest official census figures are 
used, but it would have been more satis- 
factory if the census dates had been indi- 
cated. 

On comparing section G-Gal with the 
same section in the index of the Lincoln 
library to which the Columbia encyclo- 
pedia corresponds most nearly in size 
and price, it is found that it contains 201 
entries and the Lincoln library 58. 
Comparison with the same sections in the 
New international encyclopedia and the 
Encyclopedia Americana revealed 140 
entries in New international not in Co- 
lumbia, 41 in Columbia not in New 
international, and 160 in common; in the 
Americana 73 not in Columbia, 68 in Co- 
lumbia not in the Americana, and 133 
entries in common. The greater pro-— 
portion of entries given in the Columbia 
but not found in the New international 
and Americana was for Biblical proper 
names, biographies and place names. 

The Columbia encyclopedia contains 
considerably more material than the 
Lincoln library, but the two volumes 
differ so much in plan, appeal, and con- 
tent that when only one or the other can 
be purchased choice must depend on the 
requirements of the individual case. 

“The bibliographical suggestions are 
of the same first-aid nature as the rest 
of the book. The ideal has been to name 
good books for first reading in their sub- 
jects.”—Preface. Many bibliographies 
have been provided, but are uneven in 
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character. Sometimes they are excellent, 
but sometimes very disappointing. 
Under Conservation of natural resources, 
references are made to Canadian conser- 
vation commission, National domain of 
Canada and its proper conservation; 
Shaler, Man and the earth; Pinchot, 
Conservation of natural resources. A 
little search reveals that the second refer- 
ence was published in 1905 and the third 
was published as a Farmers’ bulletin in 
1908. One wonders at their inclusion 
and the failure to mention the standard 
work, Conservation of our natural re- 
sources, by C. R. Van Hise (1930). 
This could be further shown by citing 
similar cases. 

No uniform system of citing biblio- 
graphical reference has been followed. In 
some articles, authors’ initials and dates 
of publication are included; in many 
others, surnames only are given and dates 
are omitted. 


Pronunciation is clearly marked and 


is indicated freely. There are no illus- 
trations and no maps. A few lists and 
tables are included, such as lists of ab- 
breviations, languages, national parks and 
poisons, given in connection with the 
articles on these subjects. 

The physical make-up of the book is 
excellent. It has small but very clear 
type and is durably bound in legal buck- 
ram. The paper, though thin, is opaque 
and of good quality, and heavier paper 
has been used in the first and last sec- 
tions to prevent crinkling and to with- 
stand wear. 

Some inaccuracies and misprints were 
noticed. To cite only one, the birth date 
of José de Galvez is given as 1720 in- 
stead of 1729. 


More important is a lack of proportion 
in the space allotted to certain subjects 
which appears conspicuously among bi- 
ographies. With all allowance for edi- 
torial difficulties, it is somewhat startling 
to encounter such contrasts as 40 lines 
for Captain Kidd and 25 for Pasteur; 
30 for Clarence Darrow and 13 for 
Walter Reed ; 22 for Calamity Jane and 
14 for Faraday; 17 for Augustus Top- 
lady and 15 for Sir Philip Sidney ; 86 for 
Nicholas Murray Butler and 63 for 
Rousseau; 30 for Edith Wharton and 
21 for Fielding; 47 for Francis Marion 
and 30 for Lafayette; 48 for Ethan Allen 
and 49 for Newton and Darwin com- 
bined. Such examples could be multiplied. 

One feels that contemporary and minor 
figures are often unduly emphasized at 
the expense of the historically and ac- 
tually important. This emphasis en- 
hances the value of the Encyclopedia for 
current popular use, but obviously de- 
tracts from its usefulness to the student 
and from its lasting value. 

Outside the field of biography, among 
other contrasts noted were 34 lines for 
Astrology and 24 for Evolution; 18 for 
the College of the city of New York and 
9 for Chicago university. 

Notable omissions seem few. Will 
Rogers is not included, nor Thomas 
Davenport, inventor of the electric 
motor. Lord Anson, the circumnaviga- 
tor, is left out, though his namesake of 
baseball memory appears. 

In a “first-aid” reference work, full 
treatment is not expected. Yet one feels 
that the article on Evolution might have 
told something of the influence and cur- 
rent position of this concept, that the 
article on the Lathe should at least have 
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mentioned metalworking applications, 
that the article on Submarines could 
have mentioned the work of Lake as 
well as that of Holland, and that the 
contribution on City manager might have 
cited Cincinnati as the most important 
example of the application of this plan 
of government. The shortcomings just 
pointed out could be paralleled by ex- 
amples in other encyclopedias and must 
not be over-emphasized. They become 
more conspicuous, however, because of 
the Encyclopedia’s distinguished sponsor- 
ship. One feels that with a little more 
careful planning and checking they could 
have been largely avoided, as they doubt- 
less will be in future editions. 

The Columbia encyclopedia is well 
adapted for ready reference and will be 
serviceable for questions which do not 
call for long articles and specialized 
treatment. It should be useful for home 
and office, and in libraries to supplement 
the larger encyclopedias. Many high 
school and small public libraries will 
wish to consider it when but a single 
encyclopedic work of about this price can 
be afforded. Excellent value for the 
price. 

Recommended. 


The Encyclopedia of Canada; ed. by 


W. Stewart Wallace. To be com- 
plete in 6 v. Toronto, University 
associates of Canada, 1935. Fabri- 
koid $55.50; to libraries and educa- 
tional institutions, $49.50. Founder’s 
ed., morocco with gold lettering, $72. 
Vol. 1, A-Cartierville. Vol. 2 avail- 
able about October 10, 1935, and the 
remaining ones at intervals of approxi- 
mately three months. 


This is the first general encyclopedia 
of Canada since Hopkins’ Canada; an 
encyclopedia of the country, which ap- 
peared in 6 volumes and index in 1900. 
As such, it will be a welcome addition 
to reference material in schools and li- 
braries, not only in Canada but also in 
other countries. 

The editorial advisory board consists 
entirely of Canadians who are well and 
favorably known as scholars and educa- 
tionists. The advertising matter lists 
several pages of well-known contributors 
with a preponderance of educationists 
and historians. For example, British 
Columbia is represented by Judge F. W. 
Howay, Dr. Walter N. Sage and Dr. 
F. H. Seward, all historians, and Mr. 
Stanley W. Matthews, registrar of the 
University of British Columbia. Inci- 
dentally, in this province where industry 
and commerce are so important, particu- 
larly agriculture, mining, lumbering and 
fishing, other interests as well as history 
might well have been represented. The 
article on British Columbia is conse- 
quently weak in this respect as it is practi- 
cally all devoted to an historical sketch, 
admirably done but less than one requires 
from an encyclopedia. Such important 
matters as climate, topography, plant and 
animal life, education, manufactures, and 
other important topics, might well have 
been treated as they are in the article on 
Alberta. Some of those subjects will 
doubtless be covered under their respec- 
tive headings in later volumes, but others 
obviously cannot be so handled. 

Incidentally, the Alberta article re- 
ferred to, though more nearly adequate 
than that on British Columbia, is less 
satisfactory than could be desired. It 
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mentions agriculture briefly but twice, 
although “agriculture is the basic indus- 
try engaging 60 per cent of the popula- 
tion.” The general article on Agricul- 
ture adds no information on the crops and 
other farm products of Alberta, but is al- 
most entirely historical. 

In fact, the articles on both the prov- 
inces mentioned seem less satisfactory 
in some respects than corresponding arti- 
cles in general encyclopedias. 

The preface draws attention to the 
scope of the work under the following 
headings: (1) Geography; (2) Social 
science ; (3) Natural science ; (4) Litera- 
ture; (5) Religion; (6) Education; (7) 
Art; (8) History; (9) Law; (10) 
Biography; (11) Bibliography. To 
quote from the preface, “An attempt has 
been made to make the work an encyclo- 
pedia of the social sciences in Canada.” 
The editor has succeeded in this respect 
and the articles on individual railways, 
agriculture, anthropology, banks, canals, 
and other subjects of social importance 
are well done. 

A careful scrutiny of Volume I shows 
that many small and little-known geo- 
graphical and topographical features are 
included. Villages and towns of over 
300 population, comparatively unim- 
portant creeks and rivers, mountains and 
other features are listed under their 
names. When known, the origin of a 
name is given, which is a useful feature 
for schools and libraries. Lack of a 
recent gazetteer of Canada increases the 
importance of this type of information. 

Biographical entries are deliberately 
limited to persons no longer living, ex- 
cept for a few governors-general and 
prime ministers. Since it is often hard 


to find information on living individuals, 
it is hoped that future editions will 
broaden their policy in this regard. Thus, 
one would appreciate articles on prom- 
inent living authors, such as one naturally 
expects in an encyclopedia. 

All entries in Wallace’s Dictionary of 
Canadian biography are included. A 
comparison of the two works covering 
C—Cartier showed 64 biographical 
entries in the Encyclopedia, 40 of which 
were taken from Wallace. A few were 
revised but most were used verbatim. A 
feature is the inclusion of articles on 
Canadian authors no longer living, to- 
gether with lists of their works. The 
lists are valuable, but in some instances, 
e.g., Carman, take more space than the 
biographical matter. 

Bibliographies are a noteworthy fea- 
ture, and for the most part seem complete 
and up to date. 

The Encyclopedia is not fully illus- 
trated but the pictures given are clear 
and suitable. A few are in color and 
all are full-page. Maps accompany arti- 
cles on the respective provinces but are 
sometimes a few pages removed from the 
text ; hence, as no references to them ap- 
pear in such articles, a map may be easily 
overlooked. The maps were especially 
made for the encyclopedia and are clear 
but small. No map of the Dominion ac- 
companies the article on Canada. This 
seems like a serious omission in such an 
encyclopedia. 

No separate index is planned, according 
to the publishers. 

The set is attractive in appearance. 
The binding is above the average of com- 
mercial work and should stand up well. 
The sewing is on four strong tapes. The 
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cover of the cheaper edition is of good 
quality fabrikoid; the De Luxe edition 
was not examined. The paper is heavy 
and of average quality, and the type is 
clear and legible. 

Recommended. 


Nirenstein’s real estate atlas; busi- 
ness properties, United States and 
Canada. [Ed. 2] [Springfield, 
Mass., 1929] $250; revision service, 
$100 annually; individual charts, $5 
singly; 7 charts for $25. Special price 
to libraries: atlas, $125; revision serv- 
ice, $50 annually; individual charts, 


$1. 


The Atlas is a loose-leaf work which 
consists of nearly one hundred 22” x 
31” sheets, often printed on both sides, on 
which are shown maps in black on white 
of the business centers of about 125 lead- 
ing cities. Among these Canada is repre- 
sented by Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto 
and Vancouver. No city has less than 
one page, and a number have two or 
more. 

On each map is shown the location of 
real estate holdings in the area covered, 
and for each property its street number, 
owner, ground floor tenant, land valua- 
tion, building valuation, area of lot in 
square feet, front feet, tax rate, and 
building heights. ‘Transportation lines 
are not shown and the maps are not dated. 
The scale varies ; thus for New Rochelle, 
New York, it is 100 feet to approximately 
1 5/16 inches; for Buffalo, New York, 
it is 100 feet to 34 inch. 

There is considerable variation in the 
style and clarity of the lettering, depend- 
ing apparently on the particular drafts- 
man responsible for a given chart. It is 


Qiunes 


in general clear and sufficiently legible, 
though the legend is often badly—per- 
haps inevitably—crowded and once in a 
while illegible on certain maps, as in 
several spots on the chart for Buffalo. 

In addition to Canada and the District 
of Columbia, 35 states are represented, 
Massachusetts most heavily with 18 
cities. In New York, 13 cities are repre- 
sented, among which New York City has 
14 maps. In Illinois, Chicago is the 
only city charted. Some states not repre- 
sented at all are Florida, Mississippi, 
New Mexico and Vermont. Although 
some cities of less than 100,000 popula- 
tion are listed, some exceeding that figure 
are omitted, e.g., Gary, South Bend, 
Wichita and Duluth. The 4z/as in its 
present state thus shows a lack of com- 
pleteness and balance. 

According to the publisher’s circular, 
the Atlas is designed as an aid to life 
insurance companies, banks and mortgage 
houses, real estate operators, and chain 
stores—in short, concerns which are inter- 
ested in loans, investments or rentals. It 
should in fact be helpful in giving a fairly 
detailed picture of unfamiliar business 
territory, though it would probably have 
to be supplemented as a rule, by actual 
visits and by up-to-the-minute informa- 
tion from first-hand local sources. Sup- 
plementary investigation would be par- 
ticularly advisable since any maps of this 
type by themselves show only conditions 
at the date of publication, and cannot in- 
dicate trends in value or shifts in business 
character. 

Reports from a number of libraries 
which have purchased the entire work or 
parts of it show some differences of ex- 
perience and opinion. 
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In one state library, the complete 
Atlas is constantly referred to by real 
estate agents and others. Three good- 
sized or large city libraries, one with an 
active business branch, have found its 
use too slight to be worth while. A 
fourth large public library uses “the 
original atlas (1929) a good deal, as 
the information is compact, not in any- 
thing else available, and though old, still 
gives an idea of location, ownership, and 
valuation of property in the business sec- 
tions of the cities covered. Our public 
takes it for what it is worth and is 
usually glad to find the information avail- 
able at all.” 

Libraries which have purchased local 
sheets also differ in their views. One 
librarian in a small city considers them 
“exceedingly valuable.” A large city li- 
brary reports that their usefulness is 
much limited because only central busi- 
ness districts are covered and because 


changes since the maps were printed have 


rendered them out of date. Comment is 
made, however, on their historical value. 
In a third, smaller library, the charts 
are “practically never used,” and another 
local atlas is preferred by librarians, real 
estate men, and others. A university li- 
brary makes little use of the charts, and 
prefers other sources for the types of in- 
formation given. 

Concerning the revision service, the 
publisher writes: ‘We plan to revise 
each city every three or four years... . 
We plan to publish approximately 20 
charts each year.” Since in the same 
letter it is stated that “the second edi- 
tion .. . was published in 1929,” and that 
“the range of dates for the individual 
maps is from 1929 to 1932,” it will be 


seen that the publisher is hardly up to 
his proposed schedule. This is confirmed 
by the comments of one library on the 
unsatisfactory character of the revision 
service, which led to discontinuing the 
subscription for it and to a refund by the 
publisher. 

Altogether the value of Nirenstein’s 
real estate atlas appears to vary a good 
deal with circumstances, including the 
character of local business demand. As 
a complete work it is most suitable for 
the library of an insurance company or 
other business interested in widely 
scattered real estate investments or loans. 
Individual maps appear most valuable in 
places for which no local real estate 
atlases are published, or when better but 
more expensive works cannot be afforded. 
Local charts have likewise an historical 
interest, however, and, at the price quoted, 
are worth considering on that basis. 
Failure to date maps, however, intro- 
duces a decided element of uncertainty 
into their use for either business or his- 
torical purposes. It is suggested that 
librarians interested arrange with the 
publisher to furnish dates for sheets de- 
sired. Selected specimen sheets might 
find some application also as demonstra- 
tion material in university business 
courses. Incidentally, according to the 
publisher, individual maps are furnished 
in book form, bound in a convenient 
loose-leaf cover. 

The Azlas is issued without title page, 
preface, explanation of legend, or table 
of contents. For such information as 
these might furnish, the user must con- 
sult the publishers’ circular, though one 
library which purchased a selection of 
charts reports an explanatory sheet pasted 
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inside the back cover. The arrangement 
is alphabetical by city, and marginal tabs 
facilitate the finding of individual maps. 

The complete Nirenstein’s real estate 
atlas is recommended only for special 
business libraries in concerns having 
nation-wide real estate interests, or for 
the exceptional large public library hav- 
ing an assured demand for information 
of broad geographic scope. 

Individual maps are recommended for 
local business and historical use as noted 
above. 

The Revision Service is not recom- 
mended. 


CORRECTION 
Our planet; the blue book of maps. 

N. Y., C. S. Hammond and co., inc., 

1935. 248 p. $5; Enlarged edition 

$7.50. 

The Subscription Books Committee 
regrets that through error the net trade 
price and discount on Our planet were 
inserted in its review in the Bulletin, 
July 1935, p. 44. Our planet is not sold 
to libraries at the dealer’s net price there 
quoted. ‘The trade prices given above 
are correct. 

The publishers inform us that Our 
planet is also issued in an Enlarged edi- 
tion, bound in blue fabrikoid. In addi- 
tion to the material contained in the trade 
edition it has a forty-eight page descrip- 
tive gazetteer of the states, giving loca- 
tion, area, surface features, history, com- 
munications, resources, etc. 


OLD GAME BLOCKED AGAIN 


The following item is quoted from 
Publishers’ Weekly of August 17 last: 


. 


“Jones Brothers Publishing Company 
of Cincinnati has been served by the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission with a consent 
cease and desist order prohibiting the 
sale of a set of history books by direct 
or indirect representation that the books 
are new and up-to-date and that the 
company is staging a special introductory 
campaign limited as to time. Also, the 
company is ordered to cease asserting 
that a prospective purchaser is to receive 
absolutely free an unbound set of the 
books and that the only cost is the pay- 
ment of a purported wholesale contract 
price for the binding. A complaint was 
issued in June by the F.T.C. as reported 
in Publishers’ Weekly for June 29, 1935, 
and the company was given until July 
19th to show cause why the cease and 
desist order should not be issued.” 

The firm mentioned above publishes 
the Library of American history from 
the discovery of America to the present 
time (9v. 1910) and the People’s stand- 
ard history of the United States (6v.). 


NOTE 


New international encyclopaedia. 2d 
ed., rev. Dodd, 1935 [c1929] Stand- 
ard ed., 25v., $129.50; Popular- 
priced ed., 14v., $95. 

In reply to a recent inquiry, Dodd, 
Mead and company inform the Subscrip- 
tion Books Committee that no new edi- 
tion of the New international encyclo- 
paedia is in preparation. Sets of the 
second revised edition sold by them bear 
a 1935 date on the title page and a 1929 
copyright date. Two yearbooks are fur- 
nished with each set to bring it up to the 
first of this year. 
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Index—1934-1935 (Vols. V-VI) 


A.L.A. and publisher-relationships (edi- 
torial). O, 1934, p. 50 

Aiton’s encyclopedia. See New standard en- 
cyclopedia 

American educator encyclopedia. 
p. 37 

American literature: a period anthology. Ap, 
1934, p. 17 

American Oxford dictionary. See Pocket Ox- 
ford dictionary 

American women. O, 1935, p. 49 

Americana annual. Jl, 1935, p. 34 

America’s young men. Jl, 1935, p. 35 

Applied electricity. Ja, 1934, p. 2 

As You Were. Jl, 1935, p. 33 

Automobile engineering. O, 1935, p. 50 

Bijou pronouncing dictionary. See Nuttall’s 
bijou pronouncing dictionary 

Book of culture. Jl, 1935, p. 36 

Book of knowledge. Jl, 1935, p. 37 

Britannica home university. See Encyclo- 
paedia Britannica. Britannica home uni- 
versity 

Britannica junior. Ja, 1935, p. 5; see also 
Weedon’s modern encyclopedia 

Builders of America. Ja, 1934, p. 4 

Business management series. See Practical 
business administration 

Cambridge encyclopaedia. Jl, 1935, p. 38 

Catholic builders of the nation. Ap, 1934, 
p. 18 

Character training through story, work and 
play. Ja, 1934, p. 5 

Childcraft. Ja, 1935, p. 9; O, 1935, p. 51 

Children’s Encyclopedias. Ja, 1935, p. 1 

Civil service library. Ap, 1935, p. 17 

College standard dictionary. See Practical 
standard dictionary 

Columbia encyclopedia. O, 1935, p. 54 

Commonwealth vocational-guidance mono- 
graphs. Jl, 1935, p. 39 

Compendium of American genealogy. Jl, 
1934, p. 37 

Comprehensive standard dictionary. O, 1934, 
p. 73 

Compton’s pictured encyclopedia. 
p. 10 

Concise encyclopedia. Ap, 1935, p. 19 

Concise etymological dictionary. O, 1934, p. 
63 

Concise Oxford dictionary. O, 1934, p. 63 

Concise standard dictionary. O, 1934, p. 74 


Ji, 1934, 


Ja, 1935, 


Cyclopedia of applied electricity. See Ap- 
plied electricity 

Desk standard dictionary. O, 1934, p. 64 

Desk Webster. See Laird & Lee’s Webster’s 
modern dictionary 

Dictionary of English pronunciation with 
American variants. O, 1934, p. 65 

Electrical engineering. See Applied electricity 

Eliot Foundation of Adult Education exten- 
sion course. Ap, 1935, p. 20 

Encyclopaedia Britannica. Britannica home 
university, Ja, 1934, p. 7; World today, Ja, 
1934, p. 5 

(Encyclopaedia) Britannica 
Britannica junior 

Encyclopedia of Canada. O, 1935, p. 57 

Energy and matter, by Charles B. Bazzoni. 
See University series 

Etymological dictionary of modern English. 
O, 1934, p. 51 

Etymological dictionary (Skeat’s). See under 
review of Etymological dictionary of mod- 
ern English 

Executive’s desk book. O, 1934, p. 65 

Facts. Ap, 1934, p. 19 

Forward-March. Jl, 1935, p. 41 

Foundation stones of success. Ja, 1934, p. 7 

Funk & Wagnalls new standard dictionary. 
O, 1934, p. 52 

Funk & Wagnalls new standard dictionary; 
also a standard history of the world. O, 
1934, p. 54 

Handbook of American genealogy. Jl, 1934, 
p. 37 

Hayward’s key to knowledge. 
22 

High school standard dictionary. See Desk 
standard dictionary 

History of the state of New York. Jl, 1935, 
p. 41 

History of the United States, by James Trus- 
low Adams. Ja, 1934, p. 9 

How and why library. Ap, 1935, p. 23 

Hoyt’s new cyclopedia of practical quotations. 
Ja, 1934, p. 10 

Intercollegiate football. Ap, 1935, p. 24 

International library of music: Piano series. 
Ja, 1935, p. 11 

Jewish encyclopedia. Ja, 1934, p. 10 

Laird & Lee’s standard Webster pocket dic- 
tionary. O, 1934, p. 75 

Laird & Lee’s vest-pocket Webster. See 


junior, See 


Ap, 1935, p. 
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Laird & Lee’s standard Webster pocket dic- 
tionary 

Laird & Lee’s Webster’s modern dictionary; 
handy edition. O, 1934, p. 75 

Laird & Lee’s Webster’s new standard Amer- 
ican dictionary. O, 1934, p. 65 

Laird & Lee’s Webster’s new standard dic- 
tionary; for all grammar and common 
school grades; premier or popular editions, 
See Webster’s new standard dictionary; 
grammar and common school grades 

Laird & Lee’s Webster’s new standard dic- 
tionary; high school and collegiate edition. 
See Webster’s new standard dictionary; 
high school, academic and collegiate grades 

Lincoln library of essential information. Jl, 
1934, p. 38 

Milam, Carl H. (editorial). 

Modern American encyclopedia. 
p. 23 

Modern encyclopedia. Ja, 1934, p. 12; (cor- 
rection) Ja, 1935, p. 12 

Modern encyclopedia for children. Ja, 1935, 
p. 12 

Mother’s encyclopedia. Ja, 1934, p. 13 

Mythology of all races. Jl, 1934, p. 38 

N.R.A. Code. Jl, 1934, p. 33 

National cyclopedia of American biography. 
Ap, 1935, p. 26 

National service manual. Ja, 1935, p. 14 

Natural history pictures. Ap, 1934, p. 24 

New century dictionary. O, 1934, p. 54 

New English dictionary. See Oxford English 
dictionary 

New English dictionary; introduction, supple- 
ment and bibliography. See Oxford English 
dictionary 

New standard encyclopedia. Ap, 1934, p. 24 

New students reference work. See Modern 
American encyclopedia 

New universal self-pronouncing dictionary 
(Universal graphic). O, 1934, p. 75 

New universal] self-pronouncing dictionary; 
including a dictionary of obscure words. 
See New universal self-pronouncing dic- 
tionary (Universal graphic) 

New universal self-pronouncing dictionary; 
pocket edition. O, 1934, p. 77 

New universal self-pronouncing dictionary; 
with an encyclopedic appendix; handy edi- 
tion. O, 1934, p. 76 

New wonder book of knowledge. 
p. 42 

Newnes’ pictorial knowledge. 
knowledge 

Nirenstein’s real estate atlas. O, 1935, p. 59 


O, 1934, p. 50 
Ap, 1934, 


Ji, 1935, 


See Pictorial 


Nuttall’s bijou pronouncing dictionary. O, 
1934, p. 77 

Nuttall’s standard dictionary. O, 1934, p. 66 

On Buying a Dictionary. O, 1934, p. 51 

Old Game Blocked Again. O, 1935, p. 61 

Our planet. Jl, 1935, p. 44; (correction) O, 
1935, p. 61 

Oxford English dictionary. O, 1934, p. 55 

Pictorial knowledge. Jl, 1934, p. 39 

Pocket Oxford dictionary. O, 1934, p. 77 

Pocket Oxford dictionary; American edition. 
See Pocket Oxford dictionary 

Pocket Oxford; school edition. 
Oxford dictionary 

Pocket pronouncing dictionary. O, 1934, p. 
78 

Practical business administration. 
p. 40 

Practical electricity. See Applied electricity 

Practical standard dictionary. O, 1934, p. 66 

Races of man, by Robert Bean. See University 
series 

Real America in romance. Jl, 1934, p. 42 

Richards cyclopedia. Jl, 1934, p. 43; (cor- 
rection) O, 1934, p. 83 

Royal Webster dictionary for home and 
school. O, 1934, p. 78 

Sacred pageant of the ages. Ap, 1935, p. 27 

Shorter Oxford English dictionary. O, 1934, 
p. 56 

Smallest living things, by Gary N. Calkins. 
See University series 

Smithsonian scientific series. Ap, 1934, p. 26 

Space, time and relativity, the Einstein uni- 
verse, by H. Horton Sheldon. See Uni- 
versity series 

Standard reference work. See New standard 
encyclopedia 

Standard reference work for the home, school 
and library. See New standard encyclo- 
pedia 

Students cyclopedia. 
encyclopedia 

Students reference work. See Modern Ameri- 
can encyclopedia 

Thorndike-Century junior dictionary. Ap, 
1935, p. 28 

To Buy and What to Buy. Ja, 1935, p. 4 

Trade practice rules. See N.R.A. Code 

Twentieth century encyclopedia. Ap, 1935, 
p. 29 

Universal dictionary. O, 1934, p. 57 

Universal graphic dictionary. See New Uni- 
versal self-pronouncing dictionary, p. 75 

Universal history of the world. Ap, 1934, 
p. 28 


See Pocket 


ji, 1934, 


See Modern American 
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Universal home and school dictionary. See 
New universal self-pronouncing dictionary ; 
with an encyclopedic appendix; handy edi- 
tion 

Universal shorter dictionary. See New uni- 
versal self-pronouncing dictionary; with 
an encyclopedic appendix; handy edition 

University of North Carolina library exten- 
sion publications. Ja, 1935, p. 14 

University series. Ja, 1934, p. 14 

Vest-pocket standard dictionary. O, 1934, p. 
78 

Volume library. Ap, 1934, p. 30 

Webster’s academic dictionary. O, 
p. 67 

Webster’s collegiate dictionary. O, 1934, p. 67 

Webster’s daily use dictionary. See Web- 
ster’s practical dictionary 

Webster’s elementary school dictionary. O, 
1934, p. 78 

Webster’s handy condensed dictionary. O, 
1934, p. 79 

Webster’s imperial dictionary. See Web- 
ster’s twentieth century dictionary 

Webster’s little gem dictionary. O, 1934, p. 79 

Webster’s modern dictionary. See Laird & 
Lee’s Webster’s modern dictionary 

Webster’s monarch dictionary. See Webster’s 
twentieth century dictionary 

Webster’s new ideal dictionary. 
p. 68 

Webster’s new international dictionary. O, 
1934, p. 58 

Webster’s new international] dictionary; with 
reference history. O, 1934, p. 62 

Webster’s new standard dictionary; elemen- 
tary school edition. See Laird & Lee’s Web- 
ster’s modern dictionary 

Webster’s new standard dictionary; gram- 
mar and common school grades. O, 1934, 
p. 79 

Webster’s new standard dictionary; high 
school, academic and collegiate grades. O, 
1934, p. 69 

Webster’s new standard dictionary; inter- 
mediate grades. O, 1934, p. 79 

Webster’s practical dictionary. O, 1934, p. 79 

Webster’s secondary-school dictionary. O, 
1934, p. 69 

Webster’s shorter school dictionary. O, 1934, 
p. 80 

Webster’s standard dictionary. See Web- 
ster’s twentieth century dictionary 

Webster’s twentieth century dictionary. O, 
1934, p. 70 


1934, 


O, 1934, 


Webster’s universal dictionary. See Web- 
ster’s twentieth century dictionary 

Weedon’s modern encyclopedia. Ap, 1934, 
p. 31 

Who’s who among association executives. Jl, 
1935, p. 45 

Winston simplified dictionary; advanced edi- 
tion. See Winston simplified dictionary; 
encyclopedic edition 

Winston simplified dictionary ; college edition. 
See Winston simplified dictionary; encyclo- 
pedic edition 

Winston simplified dictionary ; comprehensive 
edition. See Winston simplified dictionary; 
intermediate edition 

Winston simplified dictionary; concise edi- 
tion. See Winston simplified dictionary; 
primary edition 

Winston simplified dictionary; encyclopedic 
edition. O, 1934, p. 72 

Winston simplified dictionary; intermediate 
edition. O, 1934, p. 80 

Winston simplified dictionary; practical edi- 
tion. See Winston simplified dictionary; 
encyclopedic edition 

Winston simplified dictionary; primary edi- 
tion. O, 1934, p. 80 

Wonders of animal life. Ap, 1934, p. 31 

World book encyclopedia. Ja, 1935, p. 15 

World today. See Encyclopaedia Britannica. 
World today 

World wide illustrated encyclopedia. Jl, 
1935, p. 46 

World’s great pictures. Jl, 1934, p. 46 

World’s greatest books. Jl, 1934, p. 47 

World’s story. Jl, 1934, p. 47; (correction) 
O, 1934, p. 83 





UTHORITY is given to reprint any re- 
view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the permis- 
sion of the American Library Associa- 
tion. No pronouncements made in this 
Bulletin can be considered official pro- 
nouncements of the American Library 
Association. Official pronouncements are 
made so only by formal vote of the 
Executive Board, Council, or member- 
ship of the association. Obviously no 
such action has been secured or sought 
in matters pertaining to the evaluation 
of subscription books. No opinion ex- 
pressed herein can therefore be cited as 
“an official endorsement” of the Amer- 
ican Library Association. 
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